a hymn by a Muslim saint which said that the chirp of
birds in the morning and evening signified that they
adored their Maker. There was no sense in objecting to
any part of the prayer because it was selected from the
Quran or from any other scripture. Whatever might be
the shortcomings of certain Muslims (no matter what
their number was), the objection could not apply to
a whole community, much less to the Prophet or any
other or his message. He, the speaker, had gone through
the whole of the Quran. He had gained by it, not lost
by it. He felt that he was a better Hindu for the reading
of the world's scriptural books. He knew that there were
hostile critics of the Quran. A friend from Bombay who
had many Muslim friends had put before him a
conundrum. What was the teaching of the Prophet about
the kqffirs? Were not the Hindus kaffirs according to
the Quran ? He had long come to the conclusion that they
were not. But he spoke to his Muslim friends about
the matter. They spoke from knowledge. They assured
him that kaffir in the Quran meant a non-believer. They
said that the Hindus were not because they believed in
one God. If they went by what the hostile critics said,
they would condemn the Quran and the Prophet as
they would condemn Krishna who was depicted as a
dissolute being having sixteen hundred gopis. He silenced
his critics by saying that his Krishna was immaculate.
He would never bow his head before a rake. The God
they worshipped with him every evening was in everyone
and was aU powerful. Therefore, they could have no
enemy and they could fear none because God was in
them and by them every moment. Such being the nature
of the congregational worship, he would prefer to have
no such worship if they could not with their whole heart
and without reservation join the prayer* If they could,
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